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temper sensibly increased, despair and remorse followed him and made
him insupportable both to himself and others. The innumerable crimes
which he had committed were the tortures of his mind, whilst a slow
imposthume, inch by inch, gnawed and consumed his bowels, feeding
principally upon one of the great guts, though it extended itself over all
the rest and, corroding the flesh, made a breach in the lower belly and
became a sordid ulcer, out of which worms issued in swarms, and lice
were also bred in his flesh. A fever violently burnt him within, though
outwardly it was scarce perceptible; and he was tormented with a canine
appetite which no victuals could satisfy. Such an offensive smell exhaled
from his body as shocked his best friends; and uncommon twitchings and
vellications upon the fibrous and membraneous parts of his body, like sharp
razors, cut and wounded him within; and the pain thence arising over-
powered him at length with cold sweats, tremblings, and convulsions.
Antipater, in his dungeon, hearing in what a lamentable condition Herod
lay, strongly solicited his jailer to set him at liberty, hoping to obtain the
crown; but the officer acquainted Herod with the whole affair. The
tyrant, groaning under the complication of his own distempers, upon this
information vented his spleen by raving and beating his own head, and,
calling one of his own guards, commanded him to go that instant and cut
off Antipater's head. Not content with causing many to be put to barbarous
deaths during the course of his malady, he commanded the Jews that were
of the principal rank and quality to be shut up in a circus at Jericho, and
gave orders to his sister Salome and her husband Alexas to have them all
massacred as soon as he should have expired, saying that as the Jews heartily
hated him, they would rejoice at his departure; but he would make a
general mourning of the whole nation at his death. This circumstance is
at least related by the Jewish historian Josephus.1 Herod died five days
after he had put his son Antipater to death.

Parents, pastors, and tutors are bound to make it their principal care
that children, in their innocent age, be by piety and charity consecrated
as pure holocausts to God. This is chiefly to be done by imprinting upon
their minds the strongest sentiments of devotion, and by instructing them
thoroughly in their catechism. We cannot entertain too high an idea of
the merit and obligation of teaching God's little ones to know him, and
the great and necessary truths which he has revealed to us. Without
knowing him no one can love him or acquit himself of the most indispens-
able duties which he owes to his Creator, Children must be instructed in
prayer and the principal articles of faith as soon as they attain to the use
of reason, that they may be able to give him his first fruits by faith, hope,
and love, as by the law of reason and religion they arc bound to do. The
understanding of little children is very weak, and is able only to discover
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